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The County of San Bernardino (County) Department of Behavioral Health
(DBH) establishes this policy to authorize persons to write 5150 and 5585.50
referrals.

Nothing herein is to be construed as superseding the prior action of the

Board of Supervisors taken on January 19, 1987 relative to:

e Designation of the DBH, Continuing Care Program, as conservatorship
investigator

e Designation of the Behavioral Health Counselor, Superior Court, to initiate
court-ordered evaluations

e Establishment of the County Patients Rights Office

The Director of DBH or designee will be the authority who designates and

approves persons to exercise authority under 5150/5585. Persons receiving

5150/5585 authority may include the following:

e DBH Psychiatrists

e Licensed Psychologists

e All Clinic Supervisors

e Licensed Marriage and Family Therapists (MFT)

e Licensed Clinical Social Workers (LCSW)

e Licensed Psychiatric Technician

e Emergency room physicians who work at Arrowhead Regional Medical
Center

e Contract agency staff

Note: Under special circumstances, pre-licensed staff may be authorized to
write a 5150/5585 under the direct supervision of authorized licensed staff as
approved who are also authorized by the DBH Director.

The DBH Director or designee may authorize persons from contract
psychiatric hospitals and/or freestanding psychiatric facilities with designation
under the LPS Act to exercise authority under 5150/5585:

e Licensed professionals in the psychiatric unit of the hospital/facility
e Licensed psychiatrists who have admission privileges in the hospital/facility

Requests for deviations must be approved through the DBH Medical Director
of Medical Services.

Continued on next page
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The County of San Bernardino
Department of Behavioral Health

Policies Regarding Authorization and Designation Pursuant
to the Lanterman-Petris-Short (LPS) Act, Continued

5150 The DBH Director or designee may revoke and/or terminate the 5150/5585
Authorization writing authority of any individual under the following non-inclusive
Revocation or  jrcymstances:
dermination o Consistently inappropriate 5150 identification as determined by the 5150
training staff by review of documentation
e Failure to execute 5150/5585 authority during the two (2) year period of
authorization
e Change of job responsibilities and/or assignment or termination from
employment resulting in the individual’s failure to meet 5150/5585 criteria

General Persons authorized to write a 5150 must be a:
Provisions e Licensed Physician

e Licensed Psychologist

e Licensed Registered Nurse

e Licensed Psychiatric Social Worker

e Licensed Marriage-Family Counselor

e Licensed Psychiatric Technician

Persons authorized to write 5150 referrals must attend refresher 5150
training and pass a written examination prior to expiration of the two (2) year
period of authorization.

Identification Authorized persons will have a photographic identification card issued from

Cards (ID) DBH, which will be display the expiration date on the card. It will be the
responsibility of the agency/facility to obtain the ID card upon termination of
employment.

References Welfare and Institutions Code, Sections 5150 and 5585.50

Lanterman-Petris-Short Act, Sections 5150 et seq., 5250 et seq., 5260 et
seq. and 5300 et seq.

Criteria for Designation of Facilities

Health and Safety, Section 1799.111

Related Policy = DBH Standard Practice Manual CLP0829: Transportation for 5150/5585
or Procedure Clients Policy
DBH Standard Practice Manual CLP0829-1: Procedure for Transport of
5150/5585 Clients
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http://www.sbcounty.gov/dbh/SPM/Manual Docs/CLP0829.pdf
http://www.sbcounty.gov/dbh/SPM/Manual Docs/CLP0829-1.pdf

