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Military Equipment Use Policy

Effective Date: 5-17-24

Revised Date: 5-17-24

Issuing Authority:
Chief Probation Officer

214.1   PURPOSE:
To establish guidelines for the use, acquisition, funding, cataloging, and reporting of "military
equipment" as set forth in California Government Code sections 7070 - 7075.

214.2   DEFINITIONS:
Board of Supervisors: San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors.

"Military Equipment": As defined by California Government Code section 7070(c).

214.3   RESPONSIBILITIES:

I. Annual Military Equipment Report:

A. The Chief Probation Officer or their designee shall submit an annual military
equipment report (annual report) to the Board of Supervisors. The annual report
may include written and/or oral components and shall be submitted within
one year of initial approval of the military equipment use policy, and annually
thereafter, for as long as the military equipment is available for use.

B. The Department shall make each written portion of the annual
report available to the public on the Probation Department website
(www.sanbernardinocountyprobation.org) for as long as the military equipment
is available for use.

C. The annual report shall, at a minimum, include the following information for the
preceding calendar year for each type of military equipment:

1. A summary of how the military equipment was used and the purpose of
its use.

2. A summary of any complaints or concerns received concerning the military
equipment.

3. The results of any internal audits, any information about violations of the
military equipment use policy, and any actions taken in response.

4. The total annual cost for each type of military equipment, including
acquisition, personnel, training, transportation, maintenance, storage,
upgrade, and other ongoing costs, and from what source funds will
be provided for the military equipment in the calendar year following
submission of the annual military equipment report.
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5. The quantity possessed for each type of military equipment.

6. If the Department intends to acquire additional military equipment in the
next year, the quantity sought for each type of military equipment.

D. Within 30 days of submitting and publicly releasing the annual military equipment
report, the Department shall hold at least one well-publicized and conveniently
located community engagement meeting at which the general public may
discuss and ask questions regarding the annual report, and the Department's
funding, acquisition, or use of military equipment. (Gov. Code section 7072)

II. Use/Maintenance/Acquisition of Military Equipment:

A. The Probation Department is authorized, subject to any County policies and/or
procedures, to engage in the activities described in California Government Code
section 7071(a)(1)(A)-(G), which include:

1. Requesting military equipment made available pursuant to Section 2576a
of Title 10 of the United States Code.

2. Seeking funds for military equipment, including, but not limited to, applying
for a grant, soliciting or accepting private, local, state, or federal funds, in-
kind donations, or other donations or transfers.

3. Acquiring military equipment either permanently or temporarily, including
by borrowing or leasing.

4. Collaborating with another law enforcement agency in the deployment or
other use of military equipment within the territorial jurisdiction of the Board
of Supervisors.

5. Using any new or existing military equipment for a purpose, in a manner,
or by a person not previously approved by the Board of Supervisors.

6. Soliciting or responding to a proposal for, entering into an agreement with,
any other person or entity to seek funds for, apply to receive, acquire, use,
or collaborate in the use of, military equipment.

7. Acquire military equipment through any means not provided above.

B. Military equipment shall only be used as authorized by law, County, and
Department policies and procedures. The Department's military equipment
use will comply with the "authorized use" descriptions as provided for in the
Department's annual military equipment report. The Department acknowledges,
however, that critical incidents can be unpredictable and dynamic in nature.
There may be occurrences wherein a critical incident demands the need for
military equipment to be used in a manner not specifically outlined in this
policy/procedure. In those instances, the totality of the circumstances, public
safety, officer safety, civil rights, information available at the time, etc. should
be considered.

C. Military equipment shall only be used by a Department employee after applicable
training has been completed unless exigent or emergency circumstances exist.
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D. The Probation Department may need to participate and/or assist/be assisted by
other law enforcement agencies during training exercises, mutual aid requests,
operational collaboration, or emergency situations. In these circumstances,
sworn Department members are authorized to deploy/utilize military equipment
in order to fulfill the training requirements, accomplish the combined assigned
mission, or assist in the emergency situation.

E. The Department is authorized to acquire/test/evaluate military equipment not
currently in the approved inventory upon written permission from the Chief
Probation Officer or their designee. Military equipment that is being tested/
evaluated by the Department shall not be used operationally unless exigent or
emergency circumstances exist and permission has been granted by the Chief
Probation Officer or their designee. Military equipment items that have been
tested/evaluated and are recommended for adoption by the Department must
receive prior approval from the Board of Supervisors and the Chief Probation
Officer or their designee before being purchased as permanent Department
inventory.

F. In the case of exigent or emergency circumstances and/or application deadlines
that do not allow for prior submission to the Board of Supervisors, the
Department maintains authority to apply for funding, alone or in conjunction with
another County agency, before obtaining Board of Supervisors approval. In such
cases, the Department shall obtain Board of Supervisors approval as soon as
practicable.

G. When stock of prior approved military equipment has reached significantly low
levels, has been exhausted, has reached the viable life cycle, or has been
rendered unusable via accident, usage, etc., the Department is authorized to
order replacement stock to maintain essential availability for Department needs.

H. In order to ensure the Department's military equipment provides the best value
to meet the County's needs in comparison to alternatives, if any are available,
the Department's acquisition of military equipment will abide by Section 11,
Procurement and Contracting, of San Bernardino County's Policy Manual.

III. Compliance:

A. The Chief Probation Officer or their designee shall ensure all Department
employees comply with this policy/procedure and all applicable laws, County,
and Department policies/procedures.

B. The Chief Probation Officer or their designee shall make available, via the
Probation Department website, any proposed or final military equipment use
policy for as long as the military equipment is available for use.

C. The Department's Training Division shall conduct an annual catalog/inventory
of all military equipment the Department maintains and keep a record of such
in accordance with the following:

1. A description of the equipment, including product descriptions from the
manufacturer.
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2. The expected lifespan of the equipment.

3. The quantity of the equipment.

4. The capability, purpose, and authorized use of the equipment.

5. The fiscal impact of each type of equipment including the initial costs of
obtaining the equipment and the estimated annual costs of maintaining
the equipment. This shall include information such as acquisition,
personnel, training, transportation, maintenance, storage, upgrade, and
other ongoing costs.

6. The training that must be completed before any officer/employee is
allowed to use each specific type of military equipment.

D. The Chief Probation Officer or their designee will be notified of any alleged
violations of this military equipment use policy. If deemed necessary, the
alleged violations will be referred to the Professional Standards Division for
subsequent review pursuant to applicable laws, County, and Department
policies/procedures.

E. All instances of confirmed non-compliance with this military equipment use policy
will be reported to the Board of Supervisors in the annual military equipment
report.

IV. Public Concerns:

A. Any member of the public may submit a question/concern/
complaint regarding military equipment or personnel using it
by contacting the Probation Department's Professional Standards
Unit via email at: Director.ProfessionalStandards@prob.sbcounty.gov or
Probation.CitizenComplaints@prob.sbcounty.gov.

B. Information and forms for filing a citizen complaint with the
Department can also be found on the Probation Department website,
www.sanbernardinocountyprobation.org under the Public Information/Citizen
Complaint tab.

C. Questions/concerns/complaints may also be submitted via mail or in person to:
San Bernardino County Probation Department, Professional Standards Division,
175 W. 5th Street, San Bernardino, CA 92415.

D. All questions/concerns/complaints will be handled in compliance with all
applicable laws, County, and Department policies/procedures.

214.4   ATTACHMENTS:

See attachment: San Bernardino County Probation Department Annual Military Equipment Report
(March 2024).pdf
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